ä 
REPRESENTATION | 
MOVED IN THE ; 


EY 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE es 
E DM u ND BUR, K E, 


— a. a —— 


AND SECONDED BY 


WILLIAM WINDHAM, Esa, 


On Monvay, eue. 14, 1784, and negatived. 


WITH, | 
* 


5 PREFACE AND NOTES. 


A NEW E D114 


L. O V D O W. 


| Trims for J. DzprETT, oppoſite Burlington-Uoute, in 4 | 
15 oo Pictadly, 17 785. | 2 20 


„„ 


— 1 


r 


H E repreſentation how given to 
- the public relates to ſome of the 
moſt eſſential privileges of the Houſe of 
Commons. It would appear of little im- 
portance, if it were to be judged by its re- 
ception in the place where it was propoſed. 
There it was rejected without debate. 
The ſubje& matter may, perhaps, here · 
after appear to merit a more ſerious con- 
fideration. ; Thinking men will ſcarcely 

regard the penal diſſolution of a parliament 
as a very trifling concern. Such a diſſo- 
| 111 lution 


— 


+ xd. 


Z 10 muſt operate forcibly as an exam- 
- ple; and it much imports the people of 
this kingdom to conſider what leflon that 

2 example is to teach. 


The late Houſe of Commons was not 
accuſed of an intereſted compliance to the 


will of a Court. The charge againſt them 5 


was of a different nature. They were 


charged with being actuated by an extta- 


vagant ſpirit of independeney. 5 


cies of offence is ſo cloſely connected with 


merit; this vice bears fo near a reſem- 
blance to virtue; that the flight of an 
Houſe of Commons above the exact tem- 
perate medium of independence, ought to 


be correctly aſcertained, leſt we give en- 
couragement to diſpoſitions of a leſs = 
nerous nature, and leſs ſafe for the people; 


we ought to call for very ſolid and con- 
998 _ of the — and of 
* the 


* 


che magnitude too of the ** which a are 
charged to an independent ſpirit, before 
we give ſanction to any meaſure, that by 
checking a ſpirit ſo eafily damped, and fo 
hard to be excited, may affect the liberty 
of a part of our conſtitution, which, if not. 
free, | is worſe than uſeleſs, _ 
(CH Aer Ry 8 
The editor does not deny, chat by pet. 
ability ſuch an abuſe may exiſt : But pri- 
m fronte, there is no reaſon to preſume it. 
The Houſe of Commons is not, by its com · 
Plexien, peculiarly ſubject to the diſtem - 
pers of an independent habit. Very lit- 
_ th compulſion is neceſſary, on the part of 
the people, to render it abundantly come 
plaiſant to Miniſters, and favourites of all 
deſcriptions, It required a great length 
of time, very conſiderable induſtry and 
perſeverance, no vulgar policy, the union 
of many men and many tempers, and the 
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concurrence of events which as; not ban 


pen every day, to build up an indepen- 


dent Houſe of Commons. | Its demolition 
was accompliſhed in a moment ; and i” 


was the work of ordinary hands, But 


to conſtruct i is a matter of {kill ; to de- 


moliſh, force and fury are agent. 


The late Houſe of commons hey been, 
puniſhed for its independence. That 


example i 18 made. Have we an example 


on record, of an Houſe of Commons pu- 
niſhed for its ſervility ? ? The rewards of 
a Senate ſo diſpoſed, are manifeſt to the 
world. Several Gentlemen are very de- 
ſirous of altering the conſtitution of the 
Houſe of Commons: but they muſt alter 
the frame and couſtitution of human na- 
ture itſelf, before they can ſo faſhion it 
by any mode of election, that its conduct 
will not be influenced by reward and 
e puniſhment ; 


1 


LL puniſhment by fame, and by F'7 "WIEN - 
If theſe examples take root in the minds 
of men, what Members hereafter will 
de bold enough not to be corrupt? Eſpe- 
«ally as the King's highway of obſequi- 
ouſneſs is ſo very broad and eaſy. To 
make a paſſive Member of Parliament, no 
dignity of mind, no principles of honor, 
no reſolution, no ability, no induſtry, 'no 
learning, no experience are in the leaſt 
degree neceſſary. F To defend a poſdcof 
importance againſt a powerful enemy, 
requires an Elliot; a drunken invalid is 
qualified to hoiſt a white flag, or to deli- 
ver up the * of the fortreſs on his 
: knees. 


The Gentlemen ham into this Par- 
lament, for the purpoſe of this ſurrender, 
were bred to better things; and are no 
doubt t qualified for other fervice. But for 


this 


this firenuous exertion of: fnpAivinys for 
the vigorous taſk of ſubmiſſion and paſ- 
1 five-obedience, all their learning and abi» 
My are rather a matter of perſonal orna - 
; ment to themſelves, than of the leaſt uſe 
in the performance of their duty. I 


The prefent ſurrender, therefore, of 


rights and privileges, without examina- 


tion, and the reſolution to ſupport any 


Miniſter given by the ſecret adviſers of 


the Crown, determines not only on all 


the power and authority of the Houſe, 


but ir ſettles the character and deſcription 


of the men who are to compoſe it; and 


perpetuates that character as long as it 


may be thought expedient to keep wp © a 


* 


hab tom of popular re preſentation. 


It is for the chance of ſome amend- 3 
ment before this new ſettlement takes a2 
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ö permanent POS and while the matter is 
yet ſoft and duQtile, that the Editor has 


re-publiſhed this piece, and added ſome 
notes and explanations to it. His inten- 


tions, he hopes, will excuſe him to the 
original mover, and to the world. He 
acts from a ſtrong ſenſe of the incurable 
ill effects of holding out the conduQ of. - 


the late Houſe of Commons, as an ex- 


ample to be ſhunned by future repreſen- 
fatives of the people, 
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' MOTION was made, That a re- 


preſentation be preſented to his 
| Majeſty, moſt humbly to offer to his 


Royal conſideration, that the Addreſs of 


upon his Majeſty's Speech 
from the Throne, was dictated ſolely by - 
our conviction of his Majeſty's own moſt 


ious intentions towards his people, | 
which, as we feel with gratitude, ſo we 


are 


| ” Wa T 
are ever ready to * vun 
AT and Foy 5 


Impreſſed with theſe ; ſentiments, we 
were willing to ſeparate from our general 2 
expreſſi ons of duty, reſpect, and venera- | 
tion to his Majeſty's royal perſon and his 
| princely virtues, all diſcuſſion whatever 
with relation to ſeveral of the matters 
| ſuggeſted, and ſeveral of the 3 
employed, in chat ſpeech. >. 8 


| That it "INE fit or beat, that 
ay decided opinion ſhould be formed by 
his faithful Commons, on that ſpeech, 
E without a degree of deliberation adequate 
to the importance of the object. Hav- 
ing afforded ourſelves due time for that” 
deliberation, we do now moſt 
beg leave to repreſent! to his Mehr u that; f 
in the ſpeech from the =_—_—_ his Mi- 
r „„ Liſters 
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-” gies have thought proper to uſe a 1 


. guage of a very alarming import, unau- 
 thorized by the practice of good times, 
and irreconcileable to the princi ples of 


this government. 


91 Hummbly t to 9 to hs Majeſty, that — 
it is the privilege and duty of this Houſe | 
to guard the Conſtitution from allinfringe- 

ment on the part of Miniſters ; and, 

whenever the occaſion requires, it, to warn 


them againſt any abuſe of the authorities 15 
committed to them: but it is very lately : - 


that i in a manner not more unſeemly than 


irregular and prepoſterous, Miniſters have 
thought proper, by admonition from the 
= , throne, implying diſtruſt and reproach, to 
| ol n. the ae, of the People to 
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« Houſe [Houſe of Commons] are the only repreſen- 
<« tatives and guardians of the people's rights; I boldly 


This dangerous innovation we, his 
Faithful Commons, think it our duty to 
mark ; and as theſe admonitions from the 


intended to 
bliſhment of an u 
bound thus ſolemnly to proteſt a 
them. | | 


ny to 


. 


this Houſe [Houſe of 
« Lords] it equally the repre of the people. 
Lord Shelburne's Speech, April 8, 1778. Vids Parlio- 
auntary Regifter, vol. 10, page 392+ 
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This Houſe will be, as it ever ought 


1 to be, anxiouſly attentive to the inclina- 
2 tious and intereſts of its conſtituents: nor 
do we deſire to ſtraiten any of the ave- 
"1 nues to the Throne, or to either Houſe of 
Parliament. But the ancient order, in 
which the rights of the people have been 
exerciſed, is not a reſtriction of theſe 
rights. It is a method providently 
| framed in favour of thoſe privileges, 
Wich it preſerves and enforces by keep- 
5 1 ing ip that courſe which has been found 
the moſt effectual for anſwering their 
ends. His Majeſty may receive the opi- 
nions and wilhes of individuals under their 
5 ſignatures, and of bodies corporate under 


their ſeals, as expreſſing their own par- 


ticular ſenſe : and he may grant ſuch re- 

- dreſs as the legal powers of the Crown 1 
enables the Crown to afford. This, and FE 
: 1 the other Houſe of . may alſo 


receive 


{| +4 3 


receive the wiſhes of ſuch. corporations 


and individuals by petition. The col- 


lective ſenſe of his people his Majeſty is 
to receive from his Commons, in Parlia- 
ment aſſembled. It would deſtroy the 


whole ſpirit of the Conſtitution, if his 
Commons were to receive that ſenſe from 
the iniſters of the Crown, or to admit 


them to be a proper or a * channel 


| for | convey wg it. en ai foung 2. 


| . SÞ # bt © 5 g 4 r 


That the Miaiſters in a aid fon | 
declare, His Majeſty has a juſt aud con- 
« fident reliau ce, that we (his faithful 


N „ Commons) ate animated with the 


% fame ſentiments of loyalty, and the 


e fame attachment to our excellent Con- 

+ ftitution, which he had the happineſs 

« to ſce ſo fully manifeſted i in NEE part 
6 of tne kiogdom.” 


x 


Ef 
To repreſent, that his faithful Con- 5 


mons have hever failed" in loyalty to his" 
| Majeſty. It is riew to them to be re- 


vidious to preſs it upon them by any ex. 
ample. This recommendation of loyalty,” 


| after his*Majeſty has fat” for ſo any 
Fears, with the full ſupport of all deſcrip- 
tions of his ſubjects, on the Throne of 
this kipgdom, at a time of profound 
peace, and without any pretence of the 
exiſtence or apprehenſion of war or cone : 
 ſpiracy, becomes in itſelf a Tource of no 
ſmall jealouſy to his faithful Commons; 


as many circumſtances lead us to appre- 
hend that therein the Miniſters have * 5 


ference to ſome other meaſures and prin- 


F _ ciples of loyalty, and te ſome other ideas 
of the Conſtitution, than the laws require, 
| 3 or r the W of Parliament will admit. 
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them; or in what particular acts they 
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No regular communication of che 
proofs of loyalty and attachment to the 
Conſtitution, alluded to in the ſpeech 
from the Throne, have been laid before 


this Houſe, in order to enable us to judge 


of the nature, tendency, or occaſion of 


were diſplayed; but if we are to ſuppoſe 


the manifeſtations of loyalty (which are 
held out to us as an example for imita - 
tion) conſiſt in certain addreſſes delivered 


to his Majeſty, promiſing ſupport to his. 


Majeſty in the exerciſe of his prerogative, | 
and thanking his Majeſty for removing 


certain of his Miniſters, on account of 
the votes they have given upon bills de- 


pending in Parliament, —if this be the 


example of loyalty alluded to in the ſpeech 
from the Throne, then we muſt beg leave 


to expreſs our ſerious concern for the im- 
preſſion which has been made on any of 


32 # 


our 


# Fa 
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1 atom aſidjects by — 
which have ſeduced them into a ſeeming 
approbation of proceedings ſubverſive of 
| their own freedom. We conceive,” that 
the opinions delivered in theſe papers were 
not well conſidered ; 3 nor were the par- 
ties duly informed of the nature of the 
matters on which they were called to de- 
termine, nor of thoſe proceedings of Par- 
N which nt were led to WW 


We mall act more adh. —The 
_ we ſhall manifeſt will not be the 
"= with theirs ; but, we truſt, it will 
be equally ſincere, and more enlightened. 
It is no flight authority which ſhall per- 
4 ſuade us (by receiving as proofs of loyalty 
the miſtaken principles lightly taken up 
in theſe addrefles) obliquely to criminate, 
With the heavy and ungrounded charge 
. * N and diſaffection, an uncor- 
D — 


18) 


| ru pt, eden, and i. 8 
4 liament*, Above all, we ſhall take care 


that none of the rights and privileges, z 


| always claimed, and ſince the acceflion | 
of his Majeſty” 8 illuſtrious family con- 
ſtantly exerciſed by this Houſe (and 
which we hold and exerciſe in truſt for ; 
the Commons of Great Britain, and for 
. Tn that Parliament the Houſe of Commons by tue 
| ſeveral reſolutions put an end to the American war. 
_ Immediately on the change of Miniſtry, which enſued, 
in order to ſecure their own independence, and to pre- 
vent the accumulation of new burthens on the people 


by the growth of a Civil Liſt debt, they paſſed the Eſta. 


-bliſhment Bill. By that Bill thirty-ſix offices tenable 
by Members of Parliament were ſuppreſſed; and an or- 


45 der of payment was framed, by which the growth of any 


freſh debt was rendered impracticable. The debt on 
the Civil Lift from the beginning of the preſent reign 
had amounted to one million three hundred thouſand 


955 pounds and upwards. Another act was paſſed for regu- 


3 — Germ anda 
| 1 f | 0s * 


RE. 
their benefit) ſhall be conſtruQively furs ; 


W or even weakened and impaired 
75 2 under 


bordinate to it. . f 
times been in the hands of the Paymaſters; this act pre · 
vented the poſſibility of any money whatſoever being 


1 accumulated in that office in future. The offices of 


the Exchequer whoſe emoluments i in time of war were 
_ exceſſive, and grew in exact proportion to the public 


. burthens, were regulated; ſome of them ſuppreſſed, and | 


— the reſt reduced to fixed ſalaries. To ſecure the freedom 


of election againſt the Crown, a bill was paſſed to diſ- 
qualify all officers concerned in the collection of the re- 
venue in any of its branches from voting in elections z 
= moſt i important act, not only with regard to its pri- 8 
mary object, the freedom of election, but as materially b 
forwarding the due collection of revenue. For the 
fame end, (the preſerving the freedom of election) the 


Houſe reſcinded the famous Judgment relative to le 5 


Middleſex election, and expunged it from the journals. 
On the principle of reformation of their own Houſe, 
connected with a principle of public ceconomy, an aft 
| paſſed for rendering contractors with government He. 
gapable of a feat i in Parliament 1 India Bill, * ll 
| | | ſorrunaty | 


„„ 
under {ambiguous phraſes, and implica- 
tions of cenſure on the late parliamentary 
proceedings. If theſe claims are not well- 
founded, they ought to be honeſtly abau- 
doned; if they are juſt, they ought t to be 
n _ EY" maintained. «l 


ot his Majeſty 5 own gracious pet. 15 
tion towards the true principles of our free 
Conſtitution, his faithful Commons never 

f 0 or could entertain a doubt: but we 

1 "humbly 
[5 en of Lords) purſued the fame = 


idea to its completion; and diſabled all ſervants of the 
Eaſt- India Company from a ſeat in that Houſe for a cer- 


| tain time, and until their conduct was examined into 7 


and cleared. The remedy of infinite corruptions and 
of infinite diſorders and oppreſions, as well as the ſecu- 
rity of the molt i important objects of public cconomy, 


periſhed with chat bill and that Parliament. That Par-. 
liament alſo inſtituted a Committee to enquire into the 


8 collection of the revenue in all its branches, which proſe- 5 
| eutedits duty with great vigour ; OO 
material improvements: | 


ink 


humbly beg leave to expreſs to TR Ma-. 
jeſty our uneaſineſs concerning other new 
and unuſual | expreſſions; of his Mini- 
ſters, declaratory of a reſolution © to ſup» 
port, in their juft balance, the rights 
66 and privileges of every branch of 0 


ran re,” 


= were Fan this al Adonis 

8 concerning a balance of rights 

and privileges (a mode of expreſſion 
1 wholly foreign to Parliamentary. uſage) 
might have been forborne. His Majeſ- 

ty's faithful Commons are well inſtructed 
in their own rights and privileges, which 
they are determined to maintain on the 
footing upon which they were handed- 
down from their anceſtors ; They are 
not vnacquainted with the rights and 
N of the Houſe | of Peers * 


and 


4  Þ 
and they know and reſpe& the law- 
ful prerogatives of the Crown: but 
they do not think it ſafe to admit any thing 
| concerning the exiſtence of a balance of 
1 thoſe rights, privileges, and prerogatives z 3 
nor are they able to diſcern to what ob- 
;ject Mii.iſters would apply their fiction 
of balance; nor what they would con- 
nder as a juſt one. Theſe unauthorized 
doctrines have a tendency to ſtir i impro- ö 
| per diſcuſſions; and to lead to ryan og 
| Junovatians in the Conftitution *. £ 


That : 


„II theſe Ge 5 AR the Houſe of 
| Lords may quarrel with their ſhare of the Legiſlature, 
as being limited with regard to the origination of grants 
to the Crown and the origination of Money Bills. 
The adviſers of the Crown may think proper to bring 7 
its negative into ordinary uſe; and even to diſpute, | 
whether a mere negative, compared with the delibera- 


t 23 = 

That his fairhful Commons moſt hum 
bly recommend, inſtead of the inconſi- 
Jerate ſpeculations of unexperienced men, 
tive power, exerciſed in the other Houſes, be ſuch a 


ſhare in the Legiſlature, as to produce a due balance 
L in favour of that branch; and thus juſtify the previous 


interference of the Crown, in the manner lately uſed, * 


The following will ſerve to ſhew how much foundation Z 
there i is for great caution, concerning theſe novel ſpe- 
culations. Lord Shelburne, in his celebrated ſpeech, 1 
April 8h, 1778, expreſſes himſelf as follows: Vide | 
: Parliamentary Reg: er, Vol. X. 
The noble and learned Lord on the Woolſack, i in ” 
& the debate which- opened the. buſineſs of this day, | 
© aſſerted, that your Lordſhips were incompetent to 
* make any alteration in a Money Bill, or a Bill of 
Supply. I ſhould be glad to ſee the matter fully and 
fairly diſcuſſed, and the ſubject brought forward and 
c azgued upon precedent, as well as all its collateral 


« relations. I ſhould be pleaſed to ſee the queſtion 8 


&« fairly committed, were it for no other reaſon, but ta 
ec hear the ſleek ſmooth Contractors from the other 
Houſe, come to that bar and declare, that they, and 


5 1 they only, could TW a e bull; and they, n | 
7 ey 


4 ] 
In 
had to the happy practice of Parliament, 

and to thoſe ſolid maxims of Government 
| Which have prevailed ſince the acceſſion 
[1 9 * 


« they only, could diſpoſe of the property 7 the Bars 
« * of Great-Britain. Perhaps ſome arguments more 
« plauſible than thoſe I heard this day from the Wool- 
| . beck, to ſhew that the Commons have an uncon- 
* troulable, unqualified right, to bind your Lordſhips? 
« property, may be urged by them. At preſent, I | 
< beg leave to differ from the noble and learned Lord; 
& for until the claim, after a ſolemn diſcuſſion of the 
& Houſe, is openly and directly relinquiſhed, 1 ſhall 
« continue to be of opinion, that your Lordſhips' have 
<« have a right to _ — or ru a TW 5 
« Bill.” | 

The Duke of 1213 ſo, in | his letter to the . 
by Volunteers of Ireland, ſpeaks of ſeveral of the powers 


exerciſed by the Houſe of Commons, in the light of 


uſurpations ; and his Grace is of opinion, that when 

_ the people are reſtored to what he conceives to be their 

rights, in electing the Houſe of Commons, the other 

branches of the Legiſlature ought to be reſtored to 
bein. Vide Remembrancer, Vol. XVI. 


1 1, 
of his Majeſty's NoftriouSfinily; as fars 
niſhing the only fafe principles on Which 

8 the Crown : and Parliament None a 
We n it the more Ns to be : 


cautious on this head, as, in the laſt 
Parliament, the preſent Miniſters had 


thought proper to countenance, if not to 


ſuggeſt, an attack upon the moſt clear 
and undoubted rights and privileges of 


this Houſe *. 
RO Fearing, 


y AG of Fasst i e Ol 


wy —— 


5 _ ceptance of theſe bills, until the Houſe ſnould otherwiſe 
dire. The Court Lords then tock occaſion to des 


Wider ds Cen fins Con wilio er: | 
5 ſury. "The las eng of Comics Müssen 
immenſe amount, drawn upon that body by their fer- 
vants abroad, and knowing their circumſtances. to bs 
exceeding doubtful, came to a reſolution providently 
cautioning che Lords of the Treaſury againſt the ue | 


2 46 1. 
"x earing, from theſe 8 ad- 
5 monitions,. and from the new doctrines, 
which ſeem to have dictated ſeveral uns 
uſual expreſſions, that his Majeſty has 
been abuſed by. falſe repreſentations of 
the late proceedin gs in Parliament, we 
think it our duty reſpectfully to inform 
| bis Majeſty, that no attempt whatever 
has been made Want his lawful prero- 


gatives, 


1 n ac 
undertaking to direct in the execution of a truſt created 
ty Act of Parliament. The Houſe juſtly alarmed. at 
this reſolution, which went to the deſtruction of the 
- whole of its ſuperintending capacity, and particularly 
in matters relative to its own province of money, di- 
rected a Committee to ſearch the Journals, and they 
| found a regular ſeries of precedents, commencing from 
me remoteſt of thoſe records, and carried on to that 5 
+ day, by which it appeared, that the Houſe interfered by 
an authoritative advice and admonition, upon every act 


of executive Government without exception; and in. 
many much ſtronger caſes than that which the Lords 
thought proper to quarrel with, 


8 
— aL 
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Stives. or tgainſt the rights avF'p privi- > 
leges of the Peers, by the late Houſe of 
Commons, in any of their addreſſes, 
votes, | or reſolutions: Neither do we 
know of any proceeding by bill, in which 
it vras propoſed to abridge the extent of his 
Royal Prerogative: But, if ſuch proviſion 
had exiſted in any bill, we proteſt, and we 
declare, againſt all Speeches, Acts or Ad- 
dtreſſes, from any perſons Whatſoever, 
which have a tendency to conſider ſuch 
bills, or the perſons concerued in them, as 
juſt objeẽts of any kind of cenſure and 
puniſhment from the Throne. Neceſſary 
reformations may hereaſter require, as 
they have frequently done in former 
times, limitations, and abridgments, and 
in ſome caſes an entire extinction of 
ſome branch of prerogative. If bills 
ſhould be improper in the form in which 
they appear in the Houſe where they 
origin _ they are liable, by the wiſdom 
X E 2 . 


vi 
* 
. 
* : 
or 
7 
8 
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3 
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ä 
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of this Conflitution, to be comolied, d 
even to be totally et aſide, elſewhere. 
This is the known, the legal, and the 
' fafe remedy: But whatever, by the 
- manifeſtation of the royal diſpleaſure, | 

tends to intimidate individual members 
tom propoſing,” or this Houſe. from re- 
Ceiving, debating, and paſſing bills, tends 
to prevent even the beginning of every 
| reformation in the State; and utterly de- 1 
ſuoys the deliberative capacity of Parli- 
ament. We therefore claim, demand. 
and inſiſt upon it, as our undoubted 
right, that no perſous ſhall be deemed 
proper objects of animadverſion by tho 
| Crown, in any mode whatever, for the 
 vates which they give, or the propoſi- 
| i tions: 1 N a mi in Parliament. 


2 ſhare of the 5 apa power, and its 


Lx 20 ] 


We I conceive, aha Vasile its « | 


gl - 


right of impeachment, that, by the Jaw. 
and wage of Parliament, this Hoſe 
has other powers and capacities, which 
it is bound to maintain. This Houſe is 

_ aſſured, that our humble advice on the 
exerciſe of prerogative will be heard with. 
the ſame attention with which it has 
ever been regarded; and that it will be 
followed by the ſame effects which it has 
ever produced, during che happy and 
glorious reigns of his Majeſty's rayal 
5 progenitors ; not doubting but that, in 
all thoſe points, we ſhall be couſidered 
as a council of wiſdom and weight to 
adviſe, and not merely as an accuſer of 
competence to criminate of: This Houſe 

- | claims 

# « 7 obſerve at the lame time, that there is ms. 
«barge or complaint ſuggeſted againſt my preſent Mis | 
niſters ? -e King's anfwer, 25th February, 1784. 


ie the Addreſs of the Houſe of Commons. Vide, Reſes 
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claiins both capicities 3 and we truſt ar 
ve 'thall be left to our free diſcretion 
1 K hich'of them we ſhall employ as beſt 
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1 <ilculared for his Majeſty's, and the na- 
| -ronal ſervice . Whenever we ſhall ſee it 
bedient to offer our advice concerning 
his Majeſty's ſervants, who are thoſe of 
the public, we confidently hope, that 
the perſonal favour of any Miniſter, r 
any ſet of Miniſters, will not be mors 
dear to his Majeſty, than the credit and 
character of an Houſe of Commons. It 
zs an experiment full of peril to put the _ 
= repreſentative wiſdom and juſtice of his 
Majeſty's people in the wrong; it is a 
Crooked and deſperate defign, leading to. 
| miſchief, the extent of which no human 


. ˙RA © 
— one <p He © „ ET * 


wiſdom can fore ſee, to attem pt to form 

8 prerogative party in the nation, to be 

| reforted to as occaſion ſhall require, in 

| On - from the n ef the 
* 5 — Commons 
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„ 
| Commons of Great Britain i in Parliament 
aſſembled: It is a contrivance full of 
| danger, for Miniſters to ſet up the repres 
ſentative and conſtituent bodies of the 
Commons of this kingdom as two ſe- 
parate and diſtinct powers, formed to : 
counterpoiſe each other, leaving the pre- 
ference in the hands of ſecret | adviſers of 


the Crown. In ſuch a fituation of 


things, theſe adviſers, taking advantage 
of the differences which may acciden- 
rally ariſe, or may purpoſely be fomented 
between them, will have it in their 5 
choice to reſort to the one or the other, 
as may beſt ſuit the purpoſes of their 
ſiniſter ambition. By exciting an emu- 
lation and conteſt between che repre· 
ſentative and the conſtituent bodies, a0 
parties contending for credit and infla- 
ence at the Throne, facrifices will be 
made by both ; aud the whole can, end 
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b 
bs bechisg elſe than the deſtruction of 


the deareſt rights and liberties of the na- 


tion, If there muſt be another mode of ; 
conveying the collective ſenſe of the 


people to the Throne than that by the 
HFHouſe of Commons, it ought to be fixed 


and defined, and its authority ought to 


be ſettled : It ought not to exiſt in ſo 


precarious and dependent a ſtate as that 


Miniſters ſhould have it in their power, 
at their own mere pleaſure, to acknow- 


ledge i it with reſpect, or to Ts it with 
fcorn. 


12 1 is the ndoobied p prerogative of the 5 
Crown to diſſolve Parliament; - but we 
beg leave to lay before his Majeſty, that 


it is, of all the truſts veſted in his Ma- 
5 jeſty, the moſt critical and delicate, and 


that in which this Houſe has the moſt 


* to ens not only the good 
— _ 


1 


i bah but sR of the — His 
Commons are not always vpon a par 
with his Miniſters in- an application to 
popular judgment: It is not in the power 
of the members of this Houſe to go to 
el election at the moment the moſt 
favourable for them. It is in the power 
of the Crown to chooſe a time for their i 
diflolution whilſt great and arduous mat- 
ters of ſtate and legiſlation are depend- 
ing, which may be eaſily miſunderſtood, 
and which cannot be fully explained be- 
fore that miſunderſtanding may prove 
fatal to the honour that belongs, and to 
the conſideration |that i is due, to Mem- 
bers of- Parliament. 


* With his Majeſty is the gift of all the 
-rewards, the honours, diſtinctions, fa- 
vour, and graces of the ſtate z with his 
Majeſty is the mitigation of all the kri- 
gours of the law; and we rejoice to ſee | 
Le F the 


„„ 
the Crown poſſeſſed of truſts calculated 
to obtain good-will, and charged with 
duties which are popular and pleaſing. 
Our truſts are of a different kind. Our 
Auties are harſh and invidious in their 
nature; and juſtice and ſafety is all we 
can expect in the exerciſe of them. We 


are to offer ſalutary, which is not always 

pleaſing, council: We are to enquire and 

to accuſe: And the objects of our en- 
 quiry. and charge will be for the moſt 
| part perſons of wealth, power, and ex- 
tenſive connections: We are to make 
5 rigid laws for the preſervation of reve- 
nue, which of neceſſity more or leſs 
confine ſome action, or reſtrain ſome 
function, which before was free: What 
is the moſt critical and invidious of all, 
the whole body of the public impoſitions 
originate from us, and the hand of the 
Houfe of Commons 3 is Teen and felt in 


every 


1 

every burthen that preſſes on the people. 

Whilſt, ultimately, we are ferving them, 
and in the firſt inſtance whilſt we are 
ſerving his Majeſty, it will be hard, in- 
deed, if we ſhould ſee a Houſe of Com- 
mons the victim of its zeal and fidelity, 
ſacriſiced by his Miniſters to thoſe very 
popular diſcontents which ſhall be ex- 
cited by our dutiful endeavours for the 
ſecurity and greatneſs of his Throne. 
No other conſequence can reſult from 
ſuch an example, but that, in future, 
the Houſe of Commons, conſulting its 


ſafety at the expence of its duties, and 


ſuffering the whole energy of the State 
do be relaxed, will ſhrink from every 
ſervice, which, however neceſſary, is of 
a great and arduous nature; or that, 
willing to provide for the public necefs 
| Hities, and, at the ſame time, to ſecure 
1 means of n that taſk, they 
7 2 = ; 


t 36 1 


will exchange b for * 
tion, and will court a ſubſervient ex- 
iſtence though the favour of thoſe Mi- 
niſters of State, or thoſe ſecret adviſers; 
who ought themſelves to ſtand in awe -ob 1 
the ae this ron | 


- S 


f Houſe of . e 5 
huis Miniſters, is eſſential to his Majeſty's 
ſervice: It is fit chat they ſhould: yield 
to Parliament, and not that Parliament 
| ſhould be new modelled until it is fitted 
to their purpoſes. If 6ur authority is 
only to be held up when we coincide in 
opinion with his Majeſty's Adviſers, but 
is to be ſet at nought the moment it 
differs from them, the Houſe of Com- 
mons will fink 1 into a mere appendage of | 
| Adminiſtration ; and will loſe that in- 

dependent character which, inſeparably 
conteting the | am and reputation b 
| Fo. with 


wk 


with the is of this Houſe, enaliles us 
to afford a real, effective, and ſubſtantial 
ſupport to his government. It is the de- 
ference ſhewn to our opinion, when we 
diſſent from the ſervants of the Crown, 


1 which alone can give authority to the 


; proceedings of this Houſe, when it cone _ 


| evi with their meaſures. ET 


ip ak loft, the credit of 
his Majeſty's: Crown will be impaired in 
the eyes of all nations. Foreign powers, 
who may yet wiſh to revive a friendly in- 
tercourſe with this nation, will look in 


voin for that hold which gave a connecs 


tion with Great Britain the preference to 
an alliance with any other State. An 
Houſe of Commons, of which Miniſters. : 
were known to ſtand in awe, where | 
every thing was neceſſarily dricufſed, on 
| PRI fit to be openly and publicly 

"_ ; 


ta) 


5 avowed, and which could nat * retrac- 
ed or varied without danger, furniſhed a 


ground of confidence in the public faith, 
which the engagement of no State de- 


| pendent on the flutuation of perſonal 


favour, and private advice, can ever pre- 


tend to. If faith with the Houſe of 


Commons, the grand ſecurity for the 


| national Si jſelf, can be broken with 


impunity, 2 wound is given to the poli- 
tical importance of Great Britain, which 


- 


That RAN was a great variance bes 


| tween the late Houſe of Commons and : 
| certain perſons, whom his Majeſty has 


been adviſed to make and continue as 


| Miniſters, in defiance of the advice of 
that Houſe, is notorious to the world. 
That Houſe did not confide in thoſe Mi- 
viſters and * withheld their confi- | 


„ e dence 


[WY] 8 
| dende from them for reaſons for which 

; poſterity will honour and reſpect the 
names of thoſe who compoſed that Houſe 
of Commons, diſtinguiſhed for its inde- 
pendence. They could not confide in 


7 : perſons who have ſhewn a diſpoſition to 


dark and dangerous intrigues. By theſe 
intrigues they have weakened, if not de- 
ſtroyed, the clear aſſurance which his 

Majeſty” s people, and which all nations 
ought to have, of what are, and what 
_ are not, the real acts of his goverument. 


II it ſhould be ſeen that his Miniſters 
may continue in their offices, without 
any ſignification to them of his Majeſty's 
diſpleaſure at any of their meaſures, 
whilſt perſons conſiderable for their rank, 
and known to have had acceſs to his Ma- 


jeſty s ſacred perſon, can, with impunity 
: abuſe that advantage, and employ his 


Majeſty" y 


7.1. 


| Majeſty's name to diſavow and ES 
the proceedings of his official W, 
E243 nothing but diſtruſt, diſcord, debility, 


contempt of all authority, and general 


confuſion, can prevail in his government, 


Thlhkis we lay before his Majeſty, with 
| humility and concern, as the inevitable 
effect of a ſpirit of intrigue in his execu- 
tive government; an evil which we have 
but too much reaſon to be perſuaded 
exiſts and increaſes. During the courſe 
of the laſt ſeſſion it broke out in a manner 

the moſt alarming. This evil was infi- 


nitely aggravated by the uttauthorized, 


but not diſavowed uſe which has been 
made of his Majeſty's name, for the pur- 
1 Poſe of the moſt unconſtitutional, cor- © 


krupt, and diſhonourable influence on the 


minds of the Members öf Parliament, 
that ever was practiſed in this kingdom. 
„ | Fa No 5 


„ 
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No attention, even to the exterior deco- 


rum, in the practice of corruption, and 
_ intimidation employed on Peers, was ob- 
ſerved: Several Peers were obliged under 
menaces to retract their declarations, and 


to recall their proxies, 


The Commons have the deepeſt inte- 


reſt in the purity and integrity of the 


Peerage. The Peers diſpoſe of all the 


| property in the kingdom, in the laſt re- 
fort 3 and they diſpoſe of it on their ho- 


nour and not on their oaths, as all the 


Members of every other tribunal in the 


kingdom muſt do; though in them the 
proceeding is not concluſtve. We have, 
therefore, a right to demand that no ap- 


3 
— 5 


plication ſhall be made to Peers of ſuch a 
nature as may give room to call in queſ- 


tion, much leſs to attaint our ſole ſecurity 
for all that we poſſeſs. This corrupt 
ee, ay: 9 OG 


<1] * 4 i] 
| proceeding appeared to the Houſe of 
Commons, who are the natural guardians 
of the purity of Parliament, and of the 


4 purity of every branch of judicature, a 


| moſt reprehenſible and dangerous practice, 


tending to ſhake the very foundation of : 


the authority of the Houſe of Peers: 
and they branded i it «5-ſoch by their re- 1 
| ſolution. 7 | 


The pul had- not fulficient W 5 
to enable them legally to puniſh this pra- 
tice, but they had enough to caution them 
againſt all confidence in the authors and 


abettors of it. They performed their 


duty in humbly advifing his Majeſty = 
1 againſt the employment of ſuch Miniſters; 7 
but his Majeſty was adviſed to keep thoſe 
1 Miniſters, and to diflolve that Parliament. uh 

The Houſe aware of the importance and 
urgency of its duty with regard to the 
Britiſh intereſts in India, which were 
5 . and 


TR 2 
and are in the utmoſt diſorder, and in the 
utmoſt peril, moſt humbly requeſted his 
Majeſty not to diffolve the Parliament 
during the courſe of their very critical 
proceedings on that ſubject. His Majeſ- 


5 ty's gracious condeſcenſion to that requeſt 


was conveyed in the Royal faith, pledged 
to an Houſe of Parliament, and folemnly 
delivered from the Throne. It was but 
a very few days after a committee 
had been, with the conſent and con- 
| eurrence of the Chancellor of the Ex- 
| rhequer, appointed for an enquiry into 


ny certain accounts delivered to the Houſe 


| by the Court of Directors, and then ac- 
tually engaged in that enquiry, that che 
Miniſters, regardleſs of the aſſurance gi- 
: ven from the Crown to an Houſe of Com- 
mons, did diflolve that Parliament. We 
moſt humbly ſubmit to his Majeſty's con- 
. ſideration the conſequences of this their 
breach of public faith. 
3 BY © Whit 
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 Whil the W of the Houſe of 


Commons, under that ſecurity, were en- 


. gaged i in his Majeſty's and the national 
buſineſs, endeavours were induſtriouſſy 


uſed to calumniate thoſe whom it was. 


found impracticable to corrupt. The re- 
| putation of the Members, and the repu- 
tation of the Houſe itſelf, was undermined 


Jn in every * of the er e 


In the f — bun the Thune * * 
tive to India, we are cautioned by the 


Miniſters, not to loſe fight of the 


: Wn: effect any meaſure may have on the 


2 Conſtitution of our country.” . Weare 
| &pprehenſive that a calumnious report 


ſpread abroad of an attack upon his Ma- 


jeſty's prerogative by the late Houſe of 
: Commons, may have made an impreſſion 

on his Royal mind, and have given oc-- 
1 caſion to this unuſual admonition to the 5 


"0 . . 


C 45 1 
f preſent... This attack ĩs charged to have 


been made in the late Parliament, by a 
bill which paſſed the Houſe of Commons 
in the late ſeſſion of that Parliament, for 


the regulation of the affairs, for the pre- 


1 ſervation of the commerce, and for the 
| amendment of the government of this fe 


tion, in the Falt- Indie. 


_ 
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in That _ Majeſty and his people may 
have an opportunity of entering into the 


ground of this injurious charge, we beg 


leave humbly to acquaint his Majeſty, 
that, far from having made any infringe- 


ment whatſoever on any part of his Royal 


prerogative, that bill did, for a limited 
time, give to his Majeſty certain powers 


; never before poſſeſſed by the Crown ; and 


for this his preſent Miniſters (who, rather 
: than fall ſhort in the number of their 


calumnies, employ ſome that are contra- 


dictory) 


z 
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dittory) have flandered this Houfs, as 


aiming at the extenſion of an unconſtitu- 5 


| tional influence in his Majeſty's Crown. 

85 This pretended attempt to inereaſe the 
3 | influence of the Crown, they were weak 

= | enough to endeavour to perſuade his Ma- 
jeſty's people was amongſt the cauſes 


which excited his Majeſty": 8 reſentment 


5 ang his late Miniſters. 


 Pacther, to remove e din ” | 
this calumny concerning an attempt = 
the Houſe of Commons againſt his pre- 
| rogative, it is proper to inform his Ma- 
;jeſty, that the territorial poſſeſſions in the 
Eaſt Indies never have been declared; by 
x any public judgment, act, or inſtrument; 
or any reſolution of Parliament whatſo- 
| | ever; to be the ſubjeRt matter of his Ma- 
a jeſty's pretogative 3 nor have they ever 
been underſtood as belonging to his ordi- 
40% 355 nary 
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nary edminiſtration, or to be annexed or 
united to his Crown ; but that they are 
acquiſition of a new and peculiar deſcrip- Yu 
tion“, unknown to the ancient executive 1 


conſtitutions of this ad By 
From 


acquired tothe Company, in virtue of grants from the 
| Great Mogul, in the nature of offices and juriſdiQtions, 
| to be held under him, and dependent upon hi Crown; 
with the expreſs condition of being obedient to orders 
from his Court, and of paying an annual tribute to his 


treaſury, It is true, that no obedience is yielded to 


bs conditioned, chat they ſtill hold, To ſubzect the | 


theſe orders ; and for ſome time paſt there has been no 
payment made of his tribute. But it is under a grant, 


Eing of Great Britain as tributary to a foreign power, 
dy the aQts of his ſubjects— to ſuppoſe the grant valid, 
ana yet the condition void—to ſuppoſe it good for the 

King, and inſufficient for the Company—to ſuppoſe it 
an intereſt diviſible between the parties —Theſe are 


ſiome ſew of the many legal difficulties to be ſurmounted, 
| before the common law of England can acknowledge 


. 1 


From time to time, therefore, Pailia- - 


ment provided for their government 8 


cording to its diſcretion, and to its opi- 
nion of what was required by the public 
neceſſities. We do not know that his 

Majeſty was entitled, by prerogative, to = 


exerciſe any act of authority whatſoever ; 


in the Company” s affairs, or that in effect, 
ſuch authority has ever been exerciſcd. = 
His Majeſty's I raicpasgs, was not taken 


_ 


de Eaſt India Company's A ſiatic affairs to de a ſubject 
matter of prerogative, as to bring i it within the verge of 


Ing lim juriſprudence. It is a very anomalous ſpecies 
of power and property which is held by the Eaſt India 


Company. Our Engliſh prerogative law does not fur» 
niſh principles, much leſs precedents by which it can 
be defined or adjuſted. Nothing but the eminent do» 
minion of Parliament over every Britiſh ſubject in every . 

concern, and in every circumſtance in which he is 
placed, can adjuſt this new intricate matter. Parlia- 
ment may act wiſely or unwiſely ; juſtly or cat 


| but Parliament ! 18 nn, to it. 


IS 1 
away by that bill; becauſe it is notori· 


ous that his Majeſty never originally had 


the appointment of a fidgle officer, civil 
or military, in the Company's s eſtabliſh- 
ment in India; 3 nor has the leaſt degree 
of patronage ever been acquired to the 
| Crown i in any other manner or meaſure, 

than” as the power was thought expedient 


to be granted by act of Parliament; that 


is, by the very ſame authority by which 


the offices were diſpoſed of and regulated 
in the bill, which his Majeſty s ſervants 

have falſely and injuriouſly repreſented as 
infringing BIO the L of the 


5 Erc 1 own. . 


Bette the year 1 77 3 the whole Adrien: 
ſtration of India, and the whole patronage 
to office there, was in the hands of the 
Eaſt India Company. The Eaſt India 
Company IS not a branch of his Ma- 

4 . | jeſty's 


_ 


A * 


F — 
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jeſty* 8 ire F nor . 41 
does that body exerciſe any ſpecies ns 


| thority under it, nor indeed from any 


© | Britiſh title, that does not derive all its 


legal validity from Ads of Parliament. | 


When a "oo was aſſerted to che India | 


* | territorial poſſeſſions in the occupation of 


the Company, theſe poſſeſſions were not 


claimed as parcel of his Majeſty's patri- . 5 


monial eſtate, or as a fruit of the ancient ; 
' Inheritance of his Crown. They were 
claimed for the public. And when agree- 
ments were made with the Eaſt India 


2 Company concerning any compoſition 1 
the holding, or any participation of whe. 

| | profits of thoſe territories, the agreement 
was made with the public, and the pre- 


ambles of the ſeveral acts have uniformly | 
| fo ſtated it. Theſe agreements were not 


made * Wo apa. of with his Ma- 


bay, . 


jeſty, but wich Parese j * the bells 


making and eſtabliſhing ſuch agreements 
always originated in this Houſe, which 


appropriated the money to await the diſ- 


poſition of Parliament, without the cere- 
mony of previous conſent from the Crown 

even ſo much as ſuggeſted by any of his 
Miniſters ; which previous conſent is an 
| obſervance of decorum, not indeed of 


rick right, but generally paid when a new : 


| appropriation takes place in any part of 
his __—_ 8 9 r 


In . of a right thus uni form- 
ly recognized, and uniformly acted on, 
"when Parliament undertook the reſbrma - 
tion of the Eaſt India Company in 1773, 

a commiſſion was appointed as the com- 
| miſſion in the late bill was appointed z 
1 ang it was made to continue for a term of 
; H2 878 years, 
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| years, as OW 1 in the late bun 
Was to continue; 3. all the Commi- 
ſioners were named in Parliament, as 
in the late bill they were named. 
As they received, ſo they beld their 
offices, Wholly. independent of the 
Crown; they held them for a fixed term 3 
they were not removeable by an Addreſs 
of either Houſe, or even of both Houſes 
of Parliament, a precaution obſerved in 
the late bill, relative to the Commiſſioners 
propoſed therein ; nor were they bound 
by the ſtrict rules of proceeding which 
regulated and reſtrained the late Commiſ- 
ſioners againſt : all poſſible abuſe of a power 
which could not fail of being diligently 1 
al and zealouſly watched by the Miniſters 
| of the Crown, and the Proprietors of the 
4 Stock, as well as by Parliament, Their 1 
| proceedings were, in e bill, directed to 
be 


Cat 


wy of ſuch a nature as eaſily to ſubjeR 
them to the ſtricteſt reviſion of both, in 
eaſe of any malyerſation. , | 


In the year 1780, 8 of Parliament 
again made proviſion for the Govern- 
ment of thoſe territories for another four 
years, without any ſort of reference to 
prerogative ; nor was the leaſt objection 
taken at the ſecond, more than at the firſt 
of thoſe periods, as if an infringement had 
been made upon the rights of the Crown; 
yet his Majeſty” s Miniſters have thought 


fit to repreſent the late commiſſion as an 


entire innovation on the Conſtitution, and 

: the ſetting up a new order and eſtate in 

the nation, tending to the ſubverſion of 
7 the abe itſelf. 


_ hs e, af Phe Eaſt-Iodjes,. 
| ather than by his andy: 8 met. 
be, 


„ 
he, in effect, a fourth order in the Com- 
mon- wealth, this order has long exiſted ; 
| becauſe the Eaſt-India Company has for 

many years enjoyed 1 it in the fulleſt ex« 
tent, and does at this day enjoy the whole 
adminiſtration of thoſe provinces, and 


the patronage to offices throughout that 


. great empire, except as it is controuled 
* by AQ of Parliament. | 


1 was the in- condition, as ill-admi- 
1 niſtration of the Company's affairs, which 
induced this Houſe (merely as a tempo- 


| rary eſtabliſhment) ta veſt the ſame 


powers which the Company did before 
poſſeſs, (and no other) fora limited time, 

and under very ſtrict directions, in pro- 
per hands, until they could be reſtored, 
or further proviſion made concerning 
them. It was therefore no creation what- 
ever of a new power, but the removal of 


weak 


an old powe r, long fince a and then 

exiſting, from the management of thoſe 5 
x perſons | who had manifeſtly : and dange- 
rouſly abuſed their truſt, This Houſe, 
which well knows the Parliamentary 
origin of all the Company's powers and | 


privileges, and is not ignorant or negligent . 
of the authority which may veſt thoſe 


powers and privileges in others, if juſtice 
and the public ſafety ſo require, is con- 
ſcious to itſelf, that i no more creates a new 


order in the ſtate, by making occaſional 1 
Truſtees for the direction of the Com- 


pany, than it originally did ingiving amuch E 
more permanent truſt to the Directors, 
or to the general Court of that body. 
＋ he monopoly of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany was a derogation from the general q 
freedom of trade belonging to his Majeſ- 
ty's people. The powers of Goverament, _ 
and of peace and war, are parts of prero- 
ow of the kn order. Of our compe- 


tenes 


TY 
tende to reſtrain the rights of all his ſub- 

' JeQs by Act of Parliament, and to veſt 
thoſe high and eminent Prerogatives even 
in a particular Company of Merchants, 
there has been no queſtion. We beg 
leave moſt humbly to claim as our right, 
and as a right which this Houle has al- 
ways uſed, to frame ſuch bills, for the 

__ regulation of that commerce, and of the 
| territories held by the Eaſt-India Com- 

_ paby, and every thing relating to them, ö 
as to our diſctetion ſhall ſeem fit : and 
we ulfrt and maintain, that therein We 
follow, and do not innovate | on the Con- 
. ſtitution. * 


That his Majety' 8 Miniſters, — 
by their ambition, have endeavoured, if 


poſſible, to form a faction in the country 
againſt the popular part of the Conſtitu- 
tion ; and have therefore thought proper Ez 
to add to Rr ſlanderous accuſation 


2 io 


_ 


1 


n House bf unde 8 
to his Majefty* s prerogative, another of 
a different nature, calculated for the pur- 
poſe of raiſing fears and jealouſies among 
the corporate bodies of the kingdom, 
and of perſuading atiinformed perſons be- 
| longing to thoſe corporations to look to, 
and to make Addreſſes to them as protec- 
tors of their rights, under their ſeveral 
Charters, from the deſigns which they, 
Without any ground, charged the then 
Houſe of Commons to have formed a- 
gainſt Charters in general. For this pur- 
; poſe they have not ſcrupled to aſſert, that . 
| the exertion of his Majeſty's prerogative 
in the late precipitate change in his Ad- 
miniſtration, and the diſſolution of the 


late Parliament, were meaſures. adopted 


in order to refeue the people and their 


= fights out of the hands of the Houſe of 


Commons, their Repreſentatives, 


© the corporate bodies of the kingdom in the reigns of | 


t 55 1 
We Ty that his Majeſty" J ſubjefts a are 
not yet ſo far deluded as to believe that 
the Charters, or that any other of their 
local or general privileges can have * 
ſolid ſecurity in any place but where that 


ſecurity has always been looked for, and 


always found, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons. Miſerable and precarious indeed 
Would be the ſtate of their franchiſes, | 
jf they were to find no defence but from 
that quarter from whence they have al- 
ways been attacked *, But the late 


| * The attempt upon cm oft Meat 20 


1 Charles the Second, and James the Second, was madg 


by the Crown, It was carried on by the ordinary 
| . courſe of law, in the courts inſtituted for the ſecurity f 
the property and franchiſes of the people. This at- 


tempt made by the Crown, was attended with com- 
plete ſucceſs, The corporate rights of the city of 
London, and of all the companies it contains, were by 
flew judgwent of law declared forte, and all ther 


[91 F 
Houſe of Commons in paſſing that bill, 
made no attack upon any powers orpri- 
1% vileges, 


franchiſes, dies . | 
courſe ſeized into the hands of the Crown. The injury 


A bill was brought into the Houſe of Commons, by which 


the companies was reverſed; and this bill paſſed the 
Houſe of Lords without any complaint of a treſpaſs on 
their juriſdiction, although the bill was for a reverſal of 
a judgment in law, By this act, which is in the ſecond © 
of William and Mary, chap. 8, the queſtion of forfei- 
ture of that charter is for ever taken out of the power 
of anyeturt of low, en 
it except in Parliament. | 55 
Alchough che act above-mentioned has b 
judgment againſt che corporation of London to be .- 
| gal; yet Blackſtone makes no ſeruple of aſſerting, that 
perhaps in ſtricttieſs of law, the proceedings in moſt: 
« of them ¶ the Quo Warranto cauſes] were ſufficiently- 
« regular,” leaving it in doubt, Whether this regularity 


x did not apply to the corporation of London, as well as "Vs 


its * mme W 


5 1 S * 3 ** m 


. uſe of that ſtrict law has been always i 


15 Fe 
. 8 5.4 — 


| vileges, except ſuch as an Houſe of 
Campmons has frequently attacked, and 


(35,moſk blameable it was) not ſo much on account of 
ilegality, as for the Crown's having: employed a legal 


proceeding for political purpoſes. He calls it & an ex-. 
ertionof an ad of law for the purpoſes of the State.” * 


The ſame ſecurity which Was given to the city of 
London, would have been extended to all the corpora- 


| tions, if the Houſe of Commons could have prevailed. 


But the bill for that purpoſe paſſed but hy a majority of 
one in the Lords; and it was entirely laſt by a proro- 


gation, which is the act of che Crown. Small, indeed, 
was the ſecurity which the, corporation of London en- 


joyed, before the act of V illiam and Mary, and Which 
all che other corporations ſecured hy no ſtatute, enjoy "i 
this hour, if ſtrict law was employed againſt them. The 
lieate by the ſame means, by which the. almoſt u 8 
ſured legal powers reiſiding, (and in many inſtances 


dangerouſly reſiding in the Crown) are kept within dus 


bounds z I mean, thut ſtrong ſuperintending power in 


| the Houſe of Comrnons, which, inconſiderate people 
Werne on to conde an as, trenching o 


Fre- 


«an 


Will attack (and they truſty 1 in che 2 
with thow wonted ſucceſs) that i is, upon 
thoſe 


prerogative. * ſuch a friend: 


| 19: the rights of che ſubject, as they have been taught 


to believe. They who have been-moſt converſant in 
this kind of learning will be moſt ſenſible of the danger 
| of ſubmitting corporate rights of high political impor- 
tance'to theſe ſubordinate tribunals. The general heads 
of law on that ſubje& are vulgar and trivial, On them 
there is not much queſtion. But it is dee to - 
determine what ſpecial acts, or what ſpecial neglect, of 
action ſhall ſubject corporations to a forfeiture. There 
is ſo much laxity in this doctrine, that great room ig 
leſt for fayour or prejudice, which might give to the 
Crown an entire dominion- over thoſe corporations. 
On the other hand, it is undoubtedly true, that every ; 
| ſubordinate corporate right ought to be ſubjeRt to con- 
 troul; to ſuperior direction; and even to forfeiture upon 
Juſt cauſe, In this reaſon and law agree. In every 
judgment given on a corporate right of great politicaF” 
importance, the poliey and prudence make no ſmall 
part of the queſtion. To theſe conſiderations a court 
* law is not b competent; and indeed an e at the 


„ 6 = 


T @ Þ 

thoſe which are corruptly and oppreſ- 

l adminiſtered 3 and this Houſe do 
faithfully 


| ale e PY PROS" e 


' | Judicial character of the court, in which ſuch a cauſe 


ſhould come to be tried. It is beſides to be remarked, 
that if in virtue of a legal proceſs a forfeiture ſhould be 
| adjudged, the court of law, has no power to modify or 
| mitigate... The whole franchiſe is annihilated, and the 
corporate property goes into the hands of the Crown. 
| of the Houſe of Commens, ought well to conſider in 
ſuch a caſe by what means the corporate rights could 
the hands of the Crown. But Parliament can do, 
| what the courts neither can do nor ought to attempt, 
Parliament is competent to give due weight to all poli- 
| tical conſiderations. It may modify; it may mitigate z | 


aud it-may render perfectly ſecure all that it does not : 


| think fit to take away. It is not likely, that Parliament 


Vin ever draw to itſelf the cognizance of queſtions 
| concerning ordinary corporations, Peg ac 


| teft them in caſe attempts are made to induce a for. 


: A 
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; faithfully aſſure his Majeſty, that we wit 
correct, and, if neceſſary for the purpoſe, 


"> - 


The caſe of the Eeſt-India Company is different 
eren from that of the greateſt of theſe corporations, 
7 No monopoly of trade, beyond their own limits, is veſt- 
eld in the corporate body of any town or city in the 
kingdom. Even within theſe limits the monopoly is 
not general, The Company has the monopoly of the 
trade of half the world. The firſt corporation of the 
kingdom, has for the object of its juriſdiction only a 


5 | few matters of ſubordinate police. The Eaſt-India | 


| Company governs an empire through all its concerns, 
and all its departments, from the loweſt office of œco- 
nomy to the higheſt councils of ſtate an empire to 
which Great-Britain is in compariſon but a reſpectable 
province. To leave theſe concerns without ſuperior 
cognizance would be madneſs; to leave chem to be 
Judged in the courts below on the principles of a con- 
| fined juriſprudence, would be folly, It is well if the 
whole Legiflative Power is competent to the correction 
of abuſes, which are commenſurate to the immenſity of 
dhe object they affect. The idea of an abſolute power 
W but * objection lies to every 
W 


t 4 Y: - 
; as Ae, as in us lies, will wholly * 


every ſpecies of power and authority ex- 
erciſed by Britiſh ſubjects to the oppreſs 
ion, wrong, and detriment. of the people, 


Parliamentary proeceding ; and as no other can regulate 
the-abuſes of ſuch a Charter, it is fitteſt that ſovercign 
authority ſhould be exerciſed, where it is moſt likely to 


pe attended with the moſt effectual correctives. Theſe 


_ correttives are furniſhed by the nature and courſe of 
Parliamentary proceedings, and by the infinitely diver- 


| fiied characters who compoſe the two Houſes: in 


effet and virtually they form a vaſt number, variety; 


and ſucceſſion of judges and jurors. The fulneſs, the 


| fiveddm, and publicity of diſcuſiions leaves it cafy to 
diſtinguiſh what are acts of power, and what the deter- 
minations of equity and feaſon. There prejudice cor- 
reQs prejudices and the different aſperities of party zeaf | 
mitigate and neutralize each other. 80 far from vio- 
| lence being the general characteriſtie of the proceedings 


of Parliament, whatever the beginnings of any Patlias 


mentary proceſs may be, its general Is es 
© nd 


e 


1 and to his: man and defolation 
of che countries _ to it. 


Ihe i of th 1 1 


; - Py that Houſe of Parliament have 
| . been. indefatigable in exaggerating the 


_ ſuppoſed injury done to the Eaft-India 
Company | by the ſuſpenſion of the autho- 
tities which they have, in every inſtance, - 
| abuſed; as if power had been wreſted, 

| by wrong and violence, from juſt and 


5 prudent hands; but they have, with 


equal care, concealed the weighty grounds 
and reaſons on which that Houſe had 
adopted the moſt moderate of all poſſible 
expedients for reſcuing the natives of 


India from oppreſſion, and for ſaving the 
intereſts of the real and honeſt Proprietors 
of their Stock, as well as that great na - 


: tional, commercial concern, from 1 immi- 
: went ruin, 


* e - > 
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The Miniſters aforeſald tive alſo cauſed ; 
iĩt to be reported, that the Houſe of Com- 
mons have confiſcated the property of the 
Eaſt India Company. It is the reverſe of. 


truth. The whole management was a 
- truſt for the Proprietors, under their 


own inſpection (and it was ſo provided 

Fo inthe bill) and under the inſpeRion. 
of Parliament. That bill, fo far from 
- confiſcating the Company' s property, MM 

the only one which, for ſeveral years paſt, 

did not, in ſome ſhape or other, affect 
._ their property, or reſtrain as in the 
| _ of Wo Ae : 


mY 18 proper that his Majeſty * all 
2 his) people ſhould be informed, that the 
Houſe of Commons have proceeded, with 
regard to the Eaſt India Company, with 
a degree of care, circumſpection, and de- 
libe: ation, which has Not been equalled 


| {Tal 
in the hiſtory of Parliamentary proceed - 
ings. F or ſixteen years the ſtate and con- 
dition of that body has never been wholly | 
out of their view: In the year 1767 the 
Houſe took thoſe objects into conſidera- 
tion, in a Committee of the Whole 
Houſe; The buſineſs was purſued in the 
following year: In the year 1772, two' 
Committees were appointed for the ſame. 


| purpoſe, which examined into their affairs 


with much diligence,” and made very 
ample; Reports: In the year 1773, the 
proceedings were carried to an Act of 
Parliament, which proved ineffectual to 
its purpoſe; the oppreſſions and abuſes 
in India having ſince rather encreaſed 
than diminiſhed, an account of the 
greatneſs of the temptations and conve- 
nience of the opportunities, Which got 
1 the better of the Legiſlative proviſions 


*alculated againſt 111 practices, than I 
** „ their 


16] 


their gall: : Infomuch that, "Y 
1781, two Committees were again inſti- 


tuted, who have made ſeventeen reports. X | 


It was upon the moſt minute, exact, and 
laborious collection and diſcuſſion of an! 
that the late Houſe of Commons proceed- 
ed in the reform which they attempted : 
in the Adminiſtration of India, but which 
has been fruſtrated by ways and means 
the moſt diſhonourable to his Majeſty's 
Government, and the moſt pernicious to 
the Conſtitution of this kingdom. His 
| Majeſty \ was fo ſenſible of the diſorders in 
the Company 8 adminiſtration, that the 
| Conſideration of that ſubject was no leſs 


| than fix times recommended to this ro 


| | Houſe in 8 rom the Thrane. 8 


| The refult of the danny en- 

quiries has been, that the Eaſt-Indii in 
| e was und totally corrupted, and 
1 ly | 


(&1 


| qotally ek from the — of its 

| Inſtitution, whether political or commer» 
_ * cial; that the powers of war and peace 
given by the Charter had been abuſed, by 


— kindling hoſtilities in every quarter for 


tte purpoſes of rapine; that almoſt all 
the treaties of peace they have made, 

| have only given cauſe to fo many breaches 
of public faith; that countries once the 
moſt flouriſhing are reduced to a ſtate of 
indigence, decay, and depopulation, to te 

2 the diminution of our ftrength, and to 
the infinite diſhonour of our national cha- 
racter; that the laws of this kingdom are 
notoriouſly, and almoſt in every inſtance, | 
deſpiſed ; that the ſervants of the Com- 
: pany by the purchaſe of qualifications ta 
vote in the General Court, and, at length, 
by getting the Company itſelf deeply in 
| their debt, have obtained the entire and 
5 abſolute Sh in the body, by which 


* 
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[= they ought to have been ruled and co- 
erced. Thus their malverſations i in office 
are ſupported inſtead of being checked 
by the Company. The whole of the 
affairs of that body are reduced to a moſt 
perilous ſituation; and many millions of . 
innocent and deſerving men who are un: 
der the protection of this nation, and who 
ought to be protected by it, are oppreſſed 
dy a moſt deſpotic and rapacious tyranny, 
The Company and their Servants having 
ſtrengthened themſelves by this confe- 
deracy, have ſet at defiance the authority 
|| and admonitions of this Houſe employed 
-- 4.8 reform them; and when this Houſe 
i had ſelected certain principal delinquents, 
whom they declared it the duty of the 
5 Company to recall, the Company held 
out its legal privileges againſt all refor- 
mation; poſitively refuſed to recall them; 
and ſupported thoſe who had falhen under 


_ 
the juſt cenſure of this Houſe, with new 


and ſtronger marks of countenance. and 
approbation. 


The late Houſe diſcovering the re- 
verſed ſituation of the Company, by 
which the nominal ſervants are really the 
maſters, and the offenders are become 
their own judges, thought fit to examine 
into the ſtate of their commerce; and 


they have alſo diſcovered that their com- 


' mercial affairs are in the greateſt diſorder ; 
that their debts have accumulated beyond 


any preſent or obvious future means of _ 
pay ment, at leaſt under the actual admini- 


ſtration of their affairs; : that this condi- 
| tion of the Kal India Company has be- 
gun to affect the ſinking fund itſelf, on 
which the public credit of the kingdom 
reſts, a million and upwards being due 


1 the Cuſtoms, which that Houſe of. 


Commons, 
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Commons, whelo intentions towards the 


Company have been ſo groſsly miſrepre= 
ſented, were indulgent enough to reſpite. 


And thus, inſtead of confiſcating their 


property, the Company received without 
| Intereſt (which in ſuch a caſe had been 


before charged) the uſe of a very large 


ſium of the public money. The revenues 
are under the peculiar care of this Houſe, 


not only as the revenues originate from 


us, but as, on every failure of the funds 


ſet apart for ſupport of the national credit, 


or to provide for the national ſtrength 
- and fafety, the talk of ſupplying every 


deficiency falls upon his Majeſty's faith- 


is. ful Commons, this Houſe muſt, in effect, 
tax the people. The Houſe therefore, at 

every moment, incurs the hazard of be⸗ 
coming obnoxious to its Conſtituents, 


= 


1.75 „ 
3 The enemies 50 the late Houſe Com- 
mons reſolved, if poſlible, to bring on that 
eyent. They therefore endeavoured to 
miſrepreſent the proyident means adopted 
by the Houſe of Commons for keeping 
* off this invidious neceſſity, as an attack 
on the rights of the Eaſt-India Company: 
for they well knew, that on the one hand 
36, for want of proper regulation and xe- 
lief, the Company ſhould become inſol- 
vent, or even ſtop payment, the national 
credit and commerce would ſuſtain an 
heavy blow ; and that calamity would be 
Juſtly imputed to Parliament, which af- 


1 ter ſuch long enquiries, and ſuch frequent 


admonitions from his Majeſty, had ne- 
___ -pleced fo eſſential and fo urgent an article 
; of their duty: On the other hand they 
knew, that, wholly. corrupted: as the 
Company is, nothing effectual could be 
done to eee that intereſt from ruin, 
„ TT without 


* wb. 


= this ſulperifion of the adminiſtration of - 


N. N 1 


without * tt for a time his national 
| *objes of their truſt out of their hands; 
and then a ery would be induſtriouſh 
raiſed : zainſt the Houſe of Commons, as 
| depriving Britiſh ſubjects of their legal 
privileges. The reftraint, being plain 
and ſimple, muſt be eaſily underſtood by 5 

| thoſe who would be brought with great 
. difficulty,” to comprehend the intricate 
detail of matters of fact, which rendered 


India abſolutely neceſſary on motives of 


juſtice, of 5 of public honour, bay 
public Ulery. 55 To 4 An? Nin 
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The Houſe of Cohens had not wa 
able to deviſe a method, by which "the 
"redreſs of grievances' could be effected 
"through the authors of thoſe grievances ; ; 
nor could they i imagine ho corruptioris 
could be —_ TY the 2 and 

the 


» EF. 

the corrupted: nor do we nom conceive, 
how any reformation can proceed from 

the known abettors and ſupporters of the 

perſons who bave been guilty of the miſ- 


demeanors which Parliament has repro= 
bated, and who for their own ill pur- 
poſes have given countenance. to a. falſe | 
and delufive ſtate of the Company's af. 
fairs, - fabricated to miſlead Parliament, 
and to in pas upon the nation. bo * 
2 1 A. | Your 


E 


„me parpols of the eſentati N 
completely anſwered, there is no doubt but the Com- 
1 in this Parliament, appointed by the Miniſters 
thetnſelves, will juſtify the grounds upon which the 
: mb orowyiars _ will wet open to the 
1 the groſſneſs of their on e nc 3 
By delay the new Aſſembly is come into the diſgraceful 
fituation of allowing a dividend of eight per cent. by 
KAR of Parliament, without the leaſt matter RT, 


IW the 6 al. 


. | ate wines for their conan; in Par- 5 


1 70 1 

"Your Commons feel, with - juſt te⸗ 
ſentment, the inadequate eſtimate which, 2 
your Miniſters have formed of the im- 
portance of this great concern. They i 
call on us to act upon the priueiples of 
thoſe who have not enquired into the 
ſubject; and to condemn thoſe who, 

with the moſt laudable qiligence, have 
examined and ſcrutinized every part « of it. 
The deliberations of Parliament have Deen 
broken ; the ſeaſon of the year 1s unfa- 
vourable ; many of us are new Members, 

who muſt be wholly unacquainted with 
the ſubject, which lies remote from the 
1 ordinary courſe of de information. 


* we are ee > an infringe» | 
ment of the Conſtitution ; and it is im- 


; poſſible to know, what the ſecret adviſers, 
of the Crown, who have driven out the. 


| Hament, 


Cn 
| Hanvipuity| and have AiMfolved1 the late Pai: 
liament for a pretended attack upon prero- 
2 gative, will conſider as ſuch an infringe- 
ment. We are nat furniſhed with a rule, 
che obſeryance of which can make us ſafs 
from the reſentment of the Crown, even 
by an implicit obedience to the dictates 
of the Miniſters who have” adyiſed that 
Speech : We know not how ſoon thoſe 
Miniſters may be diſavowed; and how 
| ſoon the Members of this Houſe, for our 
very agreement with them, may be con- 


 fidered as objects of his Majeſty's diſ- 


pleaſure. Vatil by his Majeſty's good-, 


neſs and wiſdom the late example is com- 4 


; prey 6 cone Ways we are rad s. 
12 


We are wel aware, in 5 for. 


| the affairs of the Eaſt, what an adult 


Borner growing out of that abuſe, his 
7 Majeſty's 8 


ſtrength of abuſe, and of wealth and in- 1 
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Majeſty's Commons had, in the laſt Par- 
Lament, and we ſtill have, to ſtruggle. 


We are ſenſible that the influence of that 
Wealth, in a much. larger degree and 


meaſure than at any former period, may 


have penetrated into the very quarter 
| From whenee alone any real reformatio on! 
bean e 


* 


This will be evident to thoſe whe conſider the 
number and deſcription of Directors and Servants, of 
| the Eaſt India Company, choſen into the preſent Par- 
| Hament. The light in which the preſent Miniſters hold 
de labours of the Houſe of Commons, in ſearching 
"af into the diſorders in the Indian Adminiſtration, and all 
| * Its endeavours for the reformation of the Government 
chere, without any diſtinction of times, or of the per- 
+. | ſons concerned, will appear from the following extract 
ſtom a ſpeech of the preſent Lord Chancellor. After 5 


making an high-flown panegyrick on thoſe whom the 


Houſe of . 1 Heir _— 


t 7% . 

11. therefore, in the arduous : affabts re- 
commended. to us, our proceedings ſhould 
be ill adapted, feeble, and ineffectual ; 
if no delinquency ſhould be prevented, 
and no delinquent ſhould be called to ac- 


count; if "oy BNP: ſhould be carefſed, 
| | promoted, 


| Lions, he ſaid Let us not be ated by lycra e 
Committees of another Houſe, to which, I again re- 

peat, I pay as much attention, as I would do to the bi 
| tory of Robinſon Cruſoe, Let the conduct of the Eaſt 

8 India Company be fairly and fully enquired i into ; let it 
be acquitted or condemned by evidence brought to the 
bar of the Houſe. Without entering very deep into 
tion which fell from a noble and. learned Lord, that 


25 the Company's finances are diſtreſſed, and chat they 
; owe at this moment, a millien ſterling, to the nation. | 


| When ſuch a charge i is brought, will Parliament in its 


juſtice forget, that the Company is reſtricted from em- 
- ploying thet credit, which its. great and 0 * 5 


a e $23 


t s. 1 


| . and raiſed in power, "Th pros 5 

portion to the enormity of his offences 3 

it no relief ſhould be given to any of the 

natives unjuſtiy diſpoſſeſſed of their 

rights, juriſdictions, and properties; * 

no cruel and unjuſt exactious ſhall be. for- 

borne if the ſouree of no peculation, or 

3 oppreflive gain ſhould be cut off; if, by 

the omiſſion of the opportunities that were 

in our ben our Indian empire ſhould 

9 fall into ruin irretrievable, and in its fall 

cru che credit, and overwhelm the re- 

venues of this country, we ſtand ace | 

2 quitted to our honour, and to our con⸗ 

ſcience, Who have reluctant ly ſeen. the, : 

47 weightieſt intereſts of our country, at 

times the moſt eritical to its dignity and 

ſafety, rendered the ſport of the inconfis 
derate and unmeaſured ambition of indi- 
-viduals, and by that means the wiſdom 

of his Ae 8 Government degraded in 
the 
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the public eſtimation, and the policy and 
r of this renowed nation rende: 
contemptible in the eyes all Europe. wat,” 
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lative to the opening the Ports of Great Britain to the 


1 1 


* E w] BOOKS 


Printed for 3. DEBR ETT, PRETTY Burlington 


e, in PICADILLY, 


HE IRISH PROTEST. to . 
ManiFtsTo contained in the Aadrele of the 


Britiſh Parliament to the KIN G. 


Cor 1 
I. The Addrefs of the Briti Parliament. 5 
II. Remarks on the Addreſs, | 


III. Authentic Copy of Mr. PitTT's Bill. Price x IS. 64. 
OBSERVATIONS on the MANUFACTURES, 


TRADE, and PRESENT STATE of IRELAND. 


By JOHN LORD SHEFFIELD. Second Edition. 
Price Seven Shillings in Boards. 


444 This Work includes the important Queſtion re- 


Manufactures of Ireland, and alſo to the Colonial and 


Foreign Produce from chat Kingdom. 


A Reply to the Treaſury Pamphlet entitled, Ts. 
& PROPOSED SYSTEM OF TRADE WITH Inzzano, 
3 EXPLAINED.” Price 28. 


The SePxEcH of the Right Hon. Canine Janzs 


: Fox, in the Houſe of Commons, on the Iriſh Relolutions, 


May 12, 1785. To which is added, An Authentic Copy 


of he Reſolutions, as originally 3 and as altered by 
Mr. Pitt: a new Edition, corrected- Price 28. 


The Heaps of Mn. Fox's Syztcn; containing the 


Arguments he oppoſed to the fourth Propoſition i in the 


Houſe of Commons, May 23, 1785. To which is added 


a Conrtcr LIsr of the MixnoriTY on the [8154 
-PrRoposITIONS. Printed in Red. Price rs. 


The Srrzcn of the Right Hon. Tons Onoe,. 
upon opening the ORIGINAL PRoPostTIONS in the 


| | 3 "TRE Woe 


